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3? November 1868

Sauk Rapids, Benton Co., Minnesota

Mr. J. H. Kloos is writing the editor of De Hope which was printed in the November 18
issue, protesting some information that appeared in the letter of Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte in the October 21 issue. Kloos says that he is not an agent of the St. Paul &
Pacific Railway. He also clarifies information about his business regarding land
purchases. Kloos is promoting a settlement fourteen miles from Sauk Rapids. The
severity of the winter is not what VR claimed.
In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten Hoor.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College, Holland, Michigan.

Sauk Rapids, Benton Co., Minn.
ovember, 1888

To the Committee of Publication of "The Hope,"
Dear Sir!

With great interest I read in your respected paper of 21
October last a letter from Dr. Van Raalttedirected to Mr.
P.J.og4

Concerning our settlement in Minnesota, in regard

to my relation to the St. Paul & Pacific Railway Company there
are some inaccuracies which I would like to see corrected by
means of this letter. Mr. Van Raalte calls me in his letter:
"An agent for the interests of the financial negotiations for
the St. Paul & Pacific Railway Company"and warns every immigrant
against investing his money in it with the idea of thereby
purchasing land.
My relation with the above-names Railway Company has nothing
to do with those financial matters.Since I came into this
undertaking with the company through the influence of the
stockholders, I was first in the Engineering corps, later active
in the department of management of land. In both positions
I have had many opportunities to investigate the land policy
of the

St.

Paul & Pacific Railway Company and am sufficiently

acquainted with the condition, climate and land in central
Minnesota to be able to advise the establishment of a Dutch
settlement in this area without reservation. Besides, I advise
the immigrant, before his arrival here, not to buy stock in

the above-named business with the idea of trading it for land
here because of the simple reason that he cannot know
if,

when he arrives, he can buy railroad property. If he

decides to do that after complete investigation, immediate
payment will be more profitable, if he does not do this with
indebtedness to the company. I advise everyone who desires
more information on this point to apply to the Kerkhoven Co.,
Commissioners to Amsterdam, one of the oldest stock companies
in our fatherland and completely trusted about everything related
to the above papers.
About this settlement I can say that it was begun 14 miles
from Sauk Rapids, the county seat of Benton County, the present
last stop of the St. Paul & Pacific Railway and immediately
surveyed along the lines of the Northern Pacific Railroad during
the past summer between the Mississippi and Lake Superior.
Mr. Van Raalte seems to indicate that Sauk Rapids will be the
last stop of the Railway; this is not the case -- the iron
road is already in use for a year.
It pleased me to note in the letter of Dr. Van Raalte that
our settlement possesses all the essentials which he,with his
basic knowledge of establishing a new settlement, considers
necessary for this purpose. We have good health; everyone
acquainted with the United States knows that Minnesota and Oregon
are the most healthful states in the Union. We have good and
arable land and excellent woodlands. The market prices,naturally
not as high as in Virginia or nearer to the Atlantic Ocean,
are satisfactory because of the high yield of the fields; we

have the railway and thus good means of transportation and expect
within a year or two, by means of the Northern Pacific Railroad,
to be connected to Lake Superior, which will make our location
even more desirable. Also we have here the best opportunities
for industry. Sauk Rapids lends its name to the water power
which forms the Mississippi here since this stream flows over
granite rocks with a fall of 18 feet per mile. This water power,
according to the surveys of our railway engineers, estimated
at 5000 horsepower, will become useful for mills and factories
by means of a strong dam built straight across the river.
The long, cold winter is common to Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, northern Illinois and Iowa. But the length and
severity of the winter is exaggerated by Dr. Van Raalte. From
his letter one would think that the winter lasts for eight months
and the summer for four. This is the old gossip about an
American Siberia, and Dr. Van Raalte, who has never been farther
than the southern line of the state, just above Iowa, is
misinformed about this. I direct those interested to my
brochure: Minnesota sketched regarding its resources, etc.,
which is available from bookseller J.Binnekant, in Holland.
The healthfulness of the climate, the appropriateness of the
state for agriculture and cattle are satisfyingly proved by
the increase of the population and increase of the production
of wheat and other products for export to the East. In the course
of two years I have had opportunity to notice that our fellow
settlers feel exceptionally well here and are not afraid of
the winter. During all seasons we are free from fever and any

other illness caused by climate or the nature of the land. On
the contrary, for those suffering from tuberculosis and weak
people from the South and East, it is a constant refuge. A
large number of the most respected settlers originally came
here for their health and feel so very much better that
theyremain.
It is remarkable how often in talk with old and new "settlers,"
at the question "how and why did you come here?" the answer
is, "I came on the advice of my doctor!"
I trust that you will look over tis letter of enlightenment
and information for the Dutch immigrants and publish it in your
much-read paper.
With highest respect,
J.H.Kloos

Tr: Henry ten Hoor
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